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Ch. 7, "Making Faces", raises once more the question of authenticity. Faces 
are critical to our identity: can a reconstruction of a face for an archaeological 
specimen be 'authentic'? There is a paradox: the human face in plastic form 
can lose the humanness it strives to show (198). In this chapter S discusses 
the techniques and philosophy of facial reconstruction of bog bodies. The 
archaeologist and medical artist who collaborated to reconstruct the rather 
'peculiar' face of the Y de Girl acknowledge th~ subjective element in the 
process, but defend it by pointing out that in this it is not essentially different 
from any other kind of archaeological or historical reconstruction (204-205). 
But S puts her finger on a vital difference, one which perhaps explains the 
scepticism which is sometimes directed to such facial reconstructions: unlike 
in a written report, where language enables you to qualify your judgments, 
you can't hedge in a visual reconstruction (213). Nonetheless, she concludes, 
they "offer us the ultimate prosthetic memory" (217). 

A curious and curiously personal postscript rounds out a most unusual and 

intriguing book. 

C.E.V. Nixon 
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A s a subject area, the Ptolemaic period is particular~y complex ~d, at 
times, overwhelming. One must contend not only wtth the comphcated 

dynastic history, but also the unique culture that developed from increased 
contact between Greeks and Egyptians. Into this mix, introduce the great 
abundance of source material in Greek, Hieroglyphic, Hieratic and Demotic 
and the temptation to launch into in-depth study leaves one wondering where 

to begin. 

J.G. Manning's The Last Pharaohs is a comprehensive study of economics 
and governance in the Ptolemaic period. 
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Manning (M) focuses his work on the establishment of Ptolemaic rule in 
Egypt, particularly the problems faced by early Ptolemaic rulers and the 
strategies they adopted, whether intentional or accidental, to establish and 
maintain control over the Egyptian territory. By examining the institutions of 
Egyptian society and various social strata, M demonstrates the ways in which 
the Ptolemaic rulers changed Egypt and how they, in turn, were changed by 
the country and society they controlled. 

The book is divided into six chapters--an overview of Egypt in the first 
millennium BC, the current historical understanding of the Ptolemaic state, 
an interpretation of Ptolemaic Egypt as a pre-modern state, the establishment 
of the Ptolemaic state, an overview of the Ptolemaic economy and the 
evolution of law during the Ptolemaic period. 

The study begins with an overview of Egypt in the first millennium BC. M 
traces the origins of the Ptolemaic system of governance to the Saite kings of 
the Late Period. After hundreds of years of unrest and political 
fragmentation, the Saites reinforced Egypt's political, social and religious 
institutions. Egypt was on the brink of reunification for the first time since 
the end of the New Kingdom. 

The Saite renaissance saw the transformation of Egypt into a Mediterranean 
state. Increased dependence upon Greek soldiers led to an increase in Greek 
settlements in Egypt and greater familiarity between Egyptians and Greeks, 
both on public and private levels of society. 

The Ptolemies inherited a society on the verge of centralisation and economic 
stability. M's approach is laudable-often Alexander the Great and the first 
Ptolemies are viewed as the harbingers of change, with too little reference to 
the hard work of the kings of the Third Intermediate and Late Periods, who 
managed Egypt through hard times. 

M then evaluates our modern understanding of the Ptolemaic state. He argues 
for a more nuanced approach to Ptolemaic economic history and explains 
how the theories of despotism, dirigisme and colonialism influenced the 
seminal works of Rostovzteff and Preaux on ancient economics. He 
concludes, correctly, that these theories are wholly inadequate for the 
interpretation of Ptolemaic history. 

The great innovation of this book is the interpretation of Ptolemaic society as 
a pre-modem state, on par with early China, South Africa and Germany. 
Power was exercised through society by networks of different social 




